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Remarks from the President
Spring is upon us and as I drive around I’m re-

minded of Wordsworth’s poem about “golden daffodils
fluttering and dancing in the breeze”.  What a great time
of year!
 In spite of the gloomy economic news, the first
quarter has been a good one for the gallery.  We’ve re-
ceived excellent publicity about our 50th anniversary and
the Trellis Spring Preview benefit reception and dinner
was a huge success, yielding over $23,000, which far ex-
ceeded our expectations.
 The Annual Meeting, while not attended as well
as last year, had positive results on 2008 activities and the
PowerPoint presentation can be accessed on our web site
at www.thiscenturyartgallery.org. The one area of con-
cern involves our financial projections for 2009, where
we anticipate a larger than expected shortfall from opera-
tions.  However, the positive Trellis results have reduced
that amount considerably and with a vigilant eye on ex-
penses we should end the year in far better shape than
originally predicted.  Members of the Executive Commit-
tee were re-elected and are dedicated to serve you for
another two years.
 I’m happy to report that the gallery was selected
for a slot on the Williamsburg Winery’s “Wine on
Wednesday” fund raising event.  Our Wednesday is April
29th and I hope you will all turn out to support us and
enjoy this fun evening.  For those of you not familiar
with the event, it involves a $10.00 admission charge, of
which the gallery receives $5.00, and provides two drinks
and one raffle ticket, plus plenty of hors d'oeuvres.
There will be a silent auction, so mark your calendars
now to join us at the end of April.  Proceeds will further
reduce our deficit!
 The current economic climate has effected our
timeline for the new art center and we have adjusted ac-
cordingly.  Clearly, we are most fortunate not to be in the
middle of a capital campaign at this time and our focus
now is on enhancing and growing our art education and

outreach programs, building strong relationships with
key community organizations and ensuring the viability
of the project through careful transition planning.  The
long term leases with the city have been finalized, but we
will defer signing them until the economy shows signs of
stabilizing and there is evidence of growth.  The city un-
derstands and agrees with this decision.
 This fall we will have a month long exhibit of
the gallery’s 50 year history at the Williamsburg Regional
Library.  Our actual birthday is October 23rd and the
exhibit will go through mid November.  We need volun-
teers to help organize the exhibit, especially our long
term members who can provide input and add anecdotal
stories about our rich past.  Please contact me if you’d
like to volunteer.
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This Century Art Gallery partners with the Peninsula Fine
Arts Center at theirSunday In the Park community outreach events.
We have been invited to join them again this summer, on Sunday,
June 14, 2009.  Over 100 children and their families enjoyed making
holiday ornaments and cards at the This Century Art Gallery activity
table when we visited them last December.
 This Century Art Gallery partnered with Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Greater Williamsburg again this year for Kids’ Art Day, a
community outreach event.  This fun-filled day of hands-on, creative
art activities for children was held on Saturday, March 28, 2009, from
9 AM to 1 PM, at the Williamsburg Community Building.  Students

Community Outreach Updates

 Each Spring, This Century Art Gal-
lery awards $2,000 in Art Scholarships to
Graduating seniors in the Williamsburg,
James City County and Bruton District of
York County School Districts, including
home-schooled students residing in these
districts.
 The scholarships are awarded to
the high school seniors who best demon-
strate an ability in art and are planning to
continue their education at the college level
in the Fall with art as a major interest.
 The 2009 Art Scholarship Winners
are Maggie Grymes and Kaitlin Knapp
from Jamestown High School, and Kelly
Kolekofski from Lafayette High School.
  The winners will be announced to
the membership and the students will be
given their awards at the May 4th Mem-
bers' Preview.

TCAG Art Scholarships

 We would like to thank the following Artist
Donors from TCAG for their contributions to the
2009 Kiwanis Snowball Silent Auction. The Silent Auc-
tion was a great success as usual!

 Terry Abbott, Apryl Altman, Gulay Berryman,
Donna Bryant, Darrell Craig, Jean Fripp, Dorothy
Grebos, Kay Krapfl, Kay Moneymaker, Urlee
O’Donnell, Sharon Parker, Boden Portwood, Robert
Raines, and Rice Trolan.

Special Thanks to Donors

from The College of William and Mary joined us to help the children
at each of the activity tables.  Collage and sculpture were the most
popular, but wearable art, foam door hangers, drawing, and stamping
were also very busy!  Each student carried their treasures home in a
personally decorated gift bag.
  The winners of the Kids’ Art Day Poster Contest were:
Madison Coffey, a student in Mrs. Stryker’s first–grade class at Prov-
idence Classical School, won first place for ages up to 8 yrs.  Mikhail
Elizabeth Johnson, a student in Mrs. Perseo’s art class at D.J. Mon-
tague Elementary School, won first place for ages 9 yrs. and older.
Each student won a certificate for one week of Summer Art Camp
for Kids (SACK), which is part of the Children’s Art Program.

 And speaking of volunteers, we really need more members
to participate in front desk duty.  All we ask is three hours of your
time each month to become acquainted with the featured artist,
greet visitors and transact any sales.  It’s a simple, but important
task, as the gallery couldn’t function without the desk sitters.  I’d
very much appreciate your response to this appeal.
 As always, I welcome your comments and questions.

Michael Kirby

President’s Remarkscontinued from page 1



The Adult Art Education classes have been en-
joyed by both new and returning students.  The first
classes started in January and the remaining classes will be
concluding by the end of April.  Our new End-of-Class
Surveys are providing valuable information for the plan-
ning of future classes.
 The Children’s Art Program has remained popu-
lar with our local families.  The Spring 2009 Home
School classes are in their second series now.  The third
one starts after the public school division’s Spring Break.
The new Teen Art After School class will also start the
third series after Spring Break.  The Super Saturday class-
es, which met once per month,  also reached full enroll-
ment each time.  Look for those again next September.
 Our first Children’s Art Workshop of 2009 will
be held on Saturday, April 18, from 10 AM to 11:30 AM
at the gallery.  Author/artist Bentley Boyd will present
Comix with Content: How silliness can serve a purpose
in creative students.  Participants will discuss literacy
terms and draw their own versions of a cartoon character
or story with the author’s help.  Students can walk away
with an illustrated story they can reproduce and share
with others.  Open to ages 9 yrs. and older.  All the sup-
plies are included in the $15 fee.  Advance registration is
required.  Call 229-4949 or visit the gallery at 219 North
Boundary St.

Summer Art Camps for Kids (SACK) will be held
this year from Mondays through Thursdays on the fol-

lowing dates:  July 6 – 9, July 13 – 16, July 20 – 23, July
27 – 30, August 3 – 6, and August 10 – 13.  Students aged
7–10 yrs will meet from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM students
aged 11–14 yrs. will meet at 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM.  This
art intensive program explores a unique art enrichment
theme each week.  The instructors are professional artists
and educators who encourage expression and nourish
creativity.  Students learn new skills, use a diverse variety
of media, and extend their understanding of art concepts.
They explore important, exciting, and fun topics while
creating projects that bring what they learned to life!
 The themes for each week will be posted on our
website soon!  Please check for updates at
www.ThisCenturyArtGallery.org.

Children showing off their artwork at a Super
Saturday class in February.

 The Spring Buddy Art program had 13 students enrolled and 19
W&M Buddies.  Participants celebrated the last class by inviting their
friends and families to an Open Studio & Art Party where they displayed

Buddy Art participants and W&M Buddies in front of their art
work at the party on the last day of classes

their art work and included their guests in
their art activities.
 Special thanks to TCAG volun-
teers Joanne Limric, Sally Melvin, and Pa-
tricia Rapoport for helping supervise the
art activities, and to Sally Fisk for recruit-
ing Eva Burke, Amy Davis, Martha Elim,
Betsy Powell, Lisa Blackwell and Trenna
Tankersley to volunteer from the Williams-
burg Unitarian Church.
 Buddy Art classes will resume in
September for the Fall session – dates will
be posted on the TCAG website in mid-
summer.  Buddy Art is sponsored by This
Century Art Gallery in partnership with
James City County Parks & Recreation and
the Sharpe Community Scholars program
at the College of William and Mary.  For
more information or to volunteer, contact
Karen Schwartz at
karenschwartzart@cox.net  or visit
www.thiscenturyartgallery.org/BuddyA
rt/.



The evening of March 17 was a memorable
event for the gallery as it commences a year-long cele-
bration of our 50th anniversary.
 Through the generosity of John Curtis and
Marcel Desaulniers, owners of the Trellis restaurant,
the gallery was the beneficiary of the evening when
they introduced their spring menu.  Honoree chairman
for the event were Carlton Abbott, Elaine Abbott and
Gale Abbott Roberts, children of one of the founding
members, Stanley Abbott.
 The evening started with a champagne recep-
tion at the home of Millie West, with music by Tim
Seaman and delicacies and champagne contributed by
the Trellis.  A wonderful dinner followed at the Trellis
to an early sold out capacity.  The delightful paintings

Carlton Abbott, whose father was a founding member of the then Twentieth Century Art Gallery, has
made a limited number of giclee prints for sale of his drawing of the Redwood Ordinary House, where the gal-
lery was launched in October, 1959. Carlton has generously donated the original to the gallery as a permanent
reminder of our beginnings. The giclees can be purchased at the gallery for $40.00. Fred Miller, of Prince George
Art & Frame, has generously made a donation to the gallery associated with this project, and would be happy to
discuss framing of any giclee purchases.

Prints Available of Carlton Abbott's Drawing of the  Redwood Ordinary

TCAG’s 50th Anniversary Celebration
of Connie Desaulniers were displayed on the walls.
There was a silent auction coordinated by Barbara
Driscoll which provided substantial funding as did the
dinner and reception.  Attendees also had an opportu-
nity to examine conceptual drawings of the new com-
munity art center on Paper Mill Creek on South Henry
Street, designed by Carlton Abbott.
 The evening was also made very successful  by
the contributions of Connie DeSaulniers whose creativ-
ity and artistic talents produced invitations, menu de-
sign and other artistic endeavors.  The support of
members and friends of the gallery who participated in
the festivities are appreciated, as well as those who were
not able to attend because of space limitations.   It truly
was a fun, festive and financially successful evening.



TCAG is pleased to once again have been select-
ed by the Williamsburg Winery as one beneficiary of
their Wine on Wednesday April fundraising events.
 Please join us on Wednesday, April 29th from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Winery for a festive evening. The
$10. per person ticket comes with two drink coupons

and one raffle tick-
et. Available are
hors d’oeuvres, ex-
hibit and sale of
member art work, a
silent auction and

some special promotions. Bluegrass and folk music will
be provided by The  Whoever Shows Up Band, local
favorites featuring Bill and Ellen Kelso and some of their
talented friends.
 The gallery will receive $5. for each admission
plus proceeds from the raffle and auction. An added bo-
nus from the Winery is a 5% donation on receipts from
anyone having dinner at the Gabriel Archer Tavern fol-
lowing the WOW event. So round up your friends and
come to the Williamsburg Winery on April 29th!

James City County offers
Art Exhibition Space

James City County invites area artists to exhibit
their work in the County offices at Mounts Bay Road.
Gallery artist Pat Hood recently completed a show and
Kay Krafl's student's are currently showing their work.
 Juliet Kirby will exhibit her work from April 15
through May 27.  Any member artist interested in par-
ticipating in the program should contact Ernie Gabler,
James City County, Tel: 253-6618, Fax: 259-4038, or via
e-mail atErnestG@james-city.va.us.

Artist Jan Ledbetter has had two of her
paintings of the Maya women of Guatemala juried
into important watercolor exhibitions.  One is cur-
rently on display in the Watercolor Art Society of
Houston 32nd International Exhibition in Houston,
Texas (exhibition dates of March 6 - April 3, 2009)
and the other will be on display in the Baltimore
Watercolor Society 2009 Mid-Atlantic Regional
Watercolor Exhibition In Bethesda, Maryland
(exhibition dates of April 11 - May 23, 2009).  Jan
is a Signature Member of the National Watercolor
Society, the Southern Watercolor Society, and the
Virginia Watercolor Society.

Member Artist News

Gail, Gary and Devon King

Thank you!

 All members of This Century Art Gallery are
invited to participate in the Annual Members’ Show,
June 16 – July 24, 2009.  Original works in any medium
(painting, photography, sculpture, pottery, jewelry, fiber,
wood, etc.) completed within the last 5 years, and not
previously exhibited at the Gallery are eligible.

Entry forms will be mailed to members in mid-
April or can be found online at
www.thiscenturyartgallery.org/AnnualMembersShow_C
allForEntries.pdf, and will be due at TCAG by end-of-
day on Saturday, May 30th.
 Get the details online at
www.thiscenturyartgallery.org/AnnualMembersShow.cf
m.

TCAG Annual
Members’ Show

Entries due Saturday, May 30th



Executive Committee

Michael Kirby   President

Bob Zolad First Vice President,
                                    Director of Operations

Darrell Craig Second Vice President,
                                    Artistic Director

Marvin Williams Treasurer

Sharon Parker  Secretary

Next Newsletter Submission Deadline is
May 1, 2009.  Please email kristylw@live.com

or call TCAG.
  Thank you!

Volunteer Opportunities
The gallery seeks volunteer for the

following positions:

Desk Sitters: There are two sessions a day, Tuesday
through Saturday, from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 2 p.m. To
5 p.m. The requirements are straightforward and indi-
viduals receive training on procedures and sale trans-
actions.

Hospitality Assistant: Assist with any of the follow-
ing:  open houses at the gallery; Pot Luck Dinners,
community awareness events, etc.

Community Awareness Assistant: Attend local
events for about an hour to hand out literature and
answer questions about TCAG.

Please contact Bob Zolad, VP Operations, if you
are interested in filling one of these positions at
(757) 259-2125 or blackheath11@cox.net.


